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NEWS RELEASE
UD RANKS AMONG TOP CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES
IN NEW'AMERICA'S BEST COLLEGES'
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton has been named a national doctoral
university' and ranks among the top Catholic universities and colleges in the country, according
to the new issue of America's Best Colleges from U.S. News and World Report.
UD was previously included on the list of best regional colleges in the Midwest, but its
wide range of doctoral programs and other features now qualify it as a national university
under new classification guidelines by the Carnegie Foundation for Advancement in Teaching.
"The University of Dayton has received significant national attention in recent years,
and this listing is one more indication of the University of Dayton's quality," said Chris Munoz,
vice president for enrollment management. "UD is the top wired Catholic university in the
country. This year's entering class had the highest test scores in our history. We've had a
waiting list for first-year enrollment for three straight years. Our applications have soared by
more than 60 percent in the past decade."
The University has earned national attention in the press with recognition of its
technology-enhanced learning environment. Virtual orientation for first-year students was
featured in a story about technology on campuses in Newsweek's 2002 How to Get Into College
guide, and UD was named among the top five in the country for Best Web Site in the

Kaplan/Newsweek College Catalog 2002. Other media taking note of the University's commitment
to technology and innovative education include USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street

Journal and CNNfn.
"We're proud to be ranked as a national leader in Catholic higher education but we also
know that selecting a college is about more than where you fall on a list," Munoz said. "When
families select a school, they need to look at fit and mission and the quality of the overall
student experience, too."
Strong student-centered rankings earned UD a spot in the second-highest tier of the
national ranking, which contains 77 schools, including 10 other Catholic universities, listed
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alphabetically. UD's high 87 percent first-year retention rate, strong 72 percent graduation rate
and small class sizes are indicators of "UD's commitment to supporting and nurturing students
from orientation through graduation," Munoz said.
As a testament to the satisfaction of alumni and the success of UD's $150 million imageand fund-raising "Call to Lead" campaign, UD ranked fourth among all Catholic universities in
the national category for its alumni-giving rate. Only the University of Notre Dame,
Georgetown University and Boston College, all named in the first tier of the rankings, have
higher alumni-giving rates among Catholic universities.
Within three years, the number of UD alumni donors has doubled, with participation at
an all-time high. UD's alumni-giving rate has increased from 13 percent in 1997-98 to 26
percent in 2000-01. The figure reported in the rankings, 22 percent, is based on an average of
1998-99 and 1999-2000 results.
"Alumni giving is important for two major reasons," said Joyce Dean, associate vice
president for development. "It indicates the confidence that our graduates have in the education
we provided them, and foundations and other entities look at alumni giving as a qualifier in
making grants. The best news for us is that our graduates have confidence in the work we do
and want to share in that."
Other Catholic schools in the second tier included Catholic University of America,
Duquesne University, Fordham University, Loyola University Chicago, Marquette University,
Seton Hall University, St. Louis University, University of San Diego, University of San Francisco
and University of St. Thomas in Minnesota.
UD joins Miami University, Ohio State University and Ohio University as Ohio schools
ranked in the same tier. Case Western Reserve University was the sole Ohio school named in
the first tier.
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